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1. TIA Background and Context
� Policy Impetus
� Bridging the �Chasm� 
� Funding focus and core functions� Funding focus and core functions

2. TIA Core Capabilities
� Tech Development an diffusion
� SMME support

3. Way forward
� Migration and full operationalisation
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� A long term planning Framework is needed 
� Human Capital for S&T is sub-optimal
� The governance framework needs more vertical 

and horizontal integrationand horizontal integration
� There is an innovation chasm with an insufficient 

number of research products directly influencing 
the real economy

� Science, technology and innovation for social 
impact and poverty alleviation should be more 
pronounced and visible



OVERSEAS TECHNOLOGY SOURCES
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Research                    Development                Manufacturing

Local
Knowledge

Value added
local technology 

Products & services

Innovation 
�Chasm�
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� DST 10 Year Innovation Plan (2008 to 2018)
� National policy priorities in terms of 5 �Grand Ch allenges� 

(i.e. Energy, Space, Climate Change, Human and Social 
dynamics, Farmer-to-Pharma)

� Human Capital Strategy focused on development � Human Capital Strategy focused on development 
and expansion of Innovation skills (incl. technical 
and business)

� Increased momentum on fiscal incentives
� R&D tax incentives

� Establishment: Technology Innovation Agency (TIA)
� Centres of Competence (CoC)
� Regional innovation system
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TIA geared towards addressing �market failure �
and building bridges and institutional linkages 
along the innovation value chain:

PartnershipsPartnerships

PPP�s

Basic Research Applied Research Tech Development Manufacturing
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TIA Support
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Partnerships
(e.g. IDC)

Partnerships
(e.g. NRF)

The TIA will focus its financial and non-financial offerings along the innovation chasm, 
and will operate with the required flexibility across the innovation value chain through 

mobilising and leveraging national, regional and international partnerships
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The TIA Act [No 26 of 2008]:

�The object of the Agency is to support the �The object of the Agency is to support the 
State in stimulating and intensifying 
technological innovation in order to improve 
economic growth and the quality of life of all 
South Africans by developing and exploiting 
technological innovations�




